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Noble Disk is written and published by Bill 
Alton. The name “Noble Disk" is a trade mark 
and all writing in Noble Disk has been 
copyrighted. 

The intent of Noble Disk is to promote the 
hobby of yo-yo throwing throughout New 
England, and it’s purpose is to generate enough 
interest that a New England yo-yo meet is 
possible. 

Noble Disk will print news of yo-yo meets, 
clubs, and events, held in New England; and 
will print notices pertaining to the transfer of 
yo-yo inforniation anywiere, providing that they 
are not of a commercial nature. 

Everything else in Noble Disk is just for fun, 
and | hope that you enjoy it. 

May the force be with you. 


Last issue | ran an article on the return of 
the Mailbox. A few of you read it and responded 
appropriatly. 

A few apparently did not read the article the 
way | wrote it. | do write in a cumbersome and 
confusing manner at times. 

Also | forgot to include the coupon to register 
with, an oversight which would have eliminated 
much confustion. 

The mailbox is a list of people who have 
written to me expressing interest in a yo-yo 
throwers pen-pal orginization. 

It costs nothing to be listed in the mailbox, 
but it does cost to recieve a copy. 

If you live in New England it costs nothing. 

In the rest of the USA it costs $1.00. 

In the rest of North America $1.50. 

In the rest of the world $2.00. 

My hope is that enough serious letter writing 
yo-vo throwers get involved that i? develops it’s 
own identity. This worked in New England for a 
while, and developed a few yo-yo friendships 
which exist to this day. 

Noble Disk was the result of a letter writing 
campain, and the Mailbox hopes to pave the 
way for others with an intent promote the hobby 
in a similar manners. 

Will you get more junk mail as a result? 
There is nothing to prevent yo-yo companies 
from ordering a copy, so you may. 


sooo eoeoooooe 


New England Readers Take Note: 

One of the original objectives of Noble Disk 
was to generate enough interest about yo-yos in 
New England that a New England yo-yo meet 
was possible. 

With the Baybrook's 2nd meet | feel that this 
objective has been accomplished. 

In the past it has been my policy to send an 
issue to every person in New England who | 
believed had any interest in yo-yos whatsoever. 

If you threw a yo-yo, lived in New England, 
and came to my attention; you got it for free, 
like junk mall, whether you read it or not. 

Since this objective has been accomplished; 
you must now express an interest to receive 
Noble Disk. 

Noble Disk will still be distributed free in 
New England, but you must make the effort to 
fill out the order form. 

Fill out the subscription form; but write “free” 
in the space where others fill in the price. 

| will gladly send Noble Disk to any serious 
New England yo- yo throwers for free, as | 
believe that it will advance the hobby in New 
England; but you must now express an interest. 

Take the time, spend the stamp, and fill out 
the form. You will recieve the next year of Noble 
Disk for free. 

Otherwise you won't continue to recieve 
Noble Disk, but may the force be with you 
anyway. 


Want Back Issues? Get a Computer 

| am sorry, but | can no longer provide back 
issues of printed editions. For me to produce 
back issues would require that | produce a 
master, which can take nearly two hours for 
some of the larger issues with my antique nine 
pin printer. 

Therefore, baring the unlikely possibility that 
someone would want a hundred or more copies 
of any issue; back issues of the printed editions 
will remain unavailable. 

Back issues are available, however, if you 
have a computer. 

About a year ago | started converting every 
issue to an ASCII format, and have since sent 
them to all the major computer “public domain" 
boards. Therefore if you have a computer and 
modem you can get every issue for free as 
share-ware. 

If you have no modem I'll send you a floppy 
for five dollars. Please note, however, that your 
computer must meet two requirements for you 


to be abie read the floppy. It must be an IBM or 
clone, and be able to read a DS-HD disk. 

If you cannot read a DS-HD disk send only 
three dollars with a pre-formatted disk. 

You will receive a 3 1/2 inch disk unless you 
say you wanta 5 1/4. 

| do want to make every issue of Noble Disk 
available to as many people as possible, but 
can only go so far to accommodate you. 


Sales @ Service 

As i have said so often before "You'll never 
get good without good equipment’. Also | have 
stated my belief that the sale of inferior 
equipment does a great dis-service to the 
hobby. 

Therefore: | try to sell only the best equipment. 

The Tom Kuhn No Jive is the yo-yo | use. It is 
a wooden, dismantleable yo-yo; which can be 
re-assembied in three configurations, and has 
replaceabie wooden axies. 

The Playmaxx Pro-Yo is the other yo-yo 
which serious throwers are using. It is plastic, 
dismantieable, has wooden replacement axles, 
and is centrifugally weighted. 

When buying axles please specify which 
make of yo-yo you want them for. No Jive and 
Pro-yo axles are not compatible. 

| am selling Tom Kuhn strings, which are 
pre-cut cotton and come five per pack. 

Postage is included in all US orders of $8.00. 
In Canada (or orders of under $8.00) add $1.00. 
Overseas add $3.00 for postage. 


To Subscribe to Noble Disk 
Subscriptions come in one year intervals 
(four issues per year), and the cost depends 
upon where you live. 


Mailbox Order Form 

| request the following 
Mailbox services. 

To be listed in the 
Mailbox section there is 
no charge; but you must 
fill out and sign this form. 
Name__ 
A ae 
City &State 
Zip 


If you want a copy of 
the mailbox list enclose 
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Bill Alton 124 Cabot St. 


if you live in New England fill out the order 
form, and send no money. 

In the rest of the USA send $10.00 for one 
year. 

In the rest of North America send $12.00. 

And for the rest of the world $15.00 (US 
funds). 


Before | started selling Pro-Yos | had seen 
them in use a few times, seen one up close 
(dismantled), and only played with one for a few 
seconds (with a type of string | don’t like). 

| really had no idea what | was selling you, 
and was just taking the word of a few people 
who were better than me that it was a good 
product. 

Well a few people sent for one, which meant 
that | had to order some, and | did. Naturally | 
ordered a few extras, and | re-strung one of 
them for personal use. 

Those better yo-yo throwere were rot lying. 
It is a very good yo-yo; but it is centrifugally 
weighted, and | still don't like centrifugally 
weighted yo-yos. 

If you received the last issue you read of my 
comparison between a motorcycle and a 
sports-car. For the short amount of exposure 
which | had to the Pro-Yo prior to writing that 
article, | hit the nail square on the head. 

The Pro-Yo is fast and aggressive. And of 
course, being centrifugally weighted, it has an 
excellent sleeper. 

In fact it was so fast that it initially gave me a 
bit of trouble. | started out with a little free-style 
yo-yo throwing, to get the feel, and found that 
I'd be half way into my next loop before | had 
time to think about where | wanted to put that 
loop. 


Yo-yo Order Form 
Please seusl wie fhe following yo-yo (s) aud/or supplies. 
Tom Kudu No Jive yo- yo(s) 
Playmaxx Pro- Yo) 

Tom Kulm string.(5 per pack) 
Axles (ipecify type).(3 per pack) 


@ $16.00 ea 
® $8.00 ea 
® $1.50 pkg 
@ 32.00 pkg 


Send Thia Form To: 
Portsmouth N.H. 03801 


ORDER FORM 


the appropriate fee (see Yes: 
mailbox article) $ | 

You need not apply 
for both services to 
receive one. 


Please start my subscription to Noble Disk. 
| enclose the appropriate amount 


Please send the next four issues of Noble Disk ta: 


It was somewhat like taking a great dane for a 
walk, in that the dog walks the person. 

| am aimost tempted say that it is so fast that 
it is not a yo-yo for beginners, but this may not 
be a fair statement. Just because | learned with 
a slower yo-yo doesn't mean that someone else 
wouldn't be able to Jearn with a fast one. 

Next | tried loops, and | had hoped that the 
pro-yo would improve my loops, but | found that 
my loops were not effected significantly. | was a 
little worse on loops with the Pro- Yo when | first 
started using it, but with practice | am now 
equally poor with both of them. 

String tricks | found a bit harder to quantify, 
for they are such a diverse class of tricks. The 
most complicated string trick | know is the 
Brain-twister, and | can do it with the Pro-Yo, 
but not so well as with the No Jive. 

On the other hand | just learned shoot the 
moon, with & Pro- ‘Yo, and can't yet do it with 
the No Jive. 

One great difference which | had noted (but 
not written) in my last article is that the Pro-Yo 
axle has “shoulders” (a deep narrow channel 
with tapered walls). 

The people at Playmaxx are quite proud of 
this, and | do see that it serves a purpose, but | 
have reservations. These shoulders do increase 
control, but like a very stiff suspension on a car; 
how much control do you want? 

One great difference | didn’t note is the 
method of assembly. Both yo-yos use a 
threaded inner axle, but they use a different 
"locking" mechanism. 

It is a bit (not much) more difficult to 
disassemble the Pro-Yo, but the lock is surer. 

The No Jive has a potentially embarrassing 
shortcoming, in that if it is not locked properly it 
is possible for it to disassemble in mid air. This 
won't happen with the pro-yo. 

Also the Pro-Yo uses axles at a slower rate, 
due to their locking mechanism. 

Again it's a trade off, but in this case | think 
it's a pretty good one. This locking mechanism 
is what the people at Playmaxx should be most 
proud of. 

| carried both yo-yos with me for about a 
month, and tried to use them equally often. | 
have found that many tricks are easier with one 
or the other of them, and now realize that no yo- 
yo could ever be optimum for ail tricks. 

They are both good equipment, but | suspect 
best at different sets of tricks. 


It would be hard for most of my readers not 
to notice that | devote a considerable amount of 
column inches to the Baybrooks in almost every 
issue of Noble Disk. 

Should you ask how they rate such attention; 
they live in New England and provide me with 


more material worthy of writing about than 
anyone else (except possibly Yo-Yo Times). 
They simply do more interesting things 
concerning yo-yos here In New England than 
anyone else; and Noble Disk is "The New 
England Yo-yo Newsletter’. 

Well this issue Jooks like "The Baybrook 
Appreciation Edition", for | spent most of a 
Sunday at their home fast April. 

Who are the Baybrooks? 

They are a family In northern Vermont who, 
like me, has taken on the task of promoting 
yo-yos. Let me introduce them. | 

Jennifer is the Baybrook you hear of most 
often, for she is one of the best yo-yo throwers 
in the world. Also; as she Is only eleven years 
old, she stands out as a child prodigy in the art 
of yo-yo throwing. 

For such a big star, and she is a big star, 
she’s a very modest and quiet person. 

Her sister Jackie is a few years clder, anda 
fair yo-yo thrower; but it’s pretty hard to shine 
next to such a brilliant talent as Jennifer. 

She is, however, pretty good with 
paddie-bails. Don’t laugh: 

Remember; there are quite a few peopie 
laughing about yo-yos right now. 

Stephanie, their mom, is also a rather quiet 
person. She can’t throw a yo-yo any better than 
my mom (up and down); but she takes care of 
the business end of their efforts, writes rather 
well, and cooks an excellent turkey dinner. 

It was dad, Bob, that | went up to northern 
Vermont to see. 

Bob is the talker in the family. He can talk at 
length on almost any aspect of the hobby, make 
every word interesting, and have told a story by 
the time he is done. 

Bob claims that he is not a professional 
yo-yo thrower, but he doesn’t compete in the 
meets either. He's quite a bit better than me. | 
get the feeling that he was a pro at one time, but 
even he cannot shine next to so brilliant a talent. 

We have exchanged many letters, and | had 
met him before at his first meet; but there were 
so many people about that we had no time to 
really talk. This time we had six solid hours to 
talk, and | never knew how much | didn’t know. 

Whether Bob was or is a Pro, it is clear that 
he has known many pros for a good number of 
years. Several times | asked him about pros 
who | had received letters from, but had never 
met; and he described the type of person! — 
would expect from the writing which | had 
received. 

They taught me many equipment 
maintenance type hobby hints including; how 
the pros 


re-string a yo-yo, breaking in an axle, waxing 
techniques, and string length with regard to 
various tricks. 

Before dinner we watched a video collage of 
Jennifer performing at various events, and 
though it isn’t an instructional video, itis a 
visual extravaganza; and Jennifer put on a short 
show in person. 

The dinner was great (burp), and the 
discussion turned to yo-yo design. 

The Baybrooks have all the instructional 
videos, and they played them constantly (for 
background effect) through the afternoon. 

The early discussion centered around axle 
design and centrifugal weighting. 

Bob is such a firm believer in the Pro-yo that 
there is no way that | will ever change his mind, 
and | am such a disbeliever in centrifugal 
weighing that | will stick with the No Jive. | do 
note that centrifugal weighting comes in many 
shades of gray, and it is not overly strong in the 
Pro-yo. 

We discussed my motorcycle vs sports-car 
analogy (in the last issue) and | don’t think he 
agreed with me completely (he is almost 
chauvinistic in his praise of the Pro-Yo); but he 
did see it as a valid analogy, and said that it was 
of definite value to a beginning yo-yo thrower. | 

And Bob talked Jennifer into another 
demonstration. 

One of the most interesting things which | 
learned from the videos is that the people in 
most of them were not using the yo- yo which 
that video sold. 

These videos are financed by companies 
which are using that video to sell their yo-yos, 
and in every single video (which | saw) he 
pointed out alterations which had been made to 
the yo-yos to make them perform better. 

Without giving away any anyone’s trade 
secrets; a few of them were so obvious that | 
spotted them before he mentioned them. | even 
spotted one he hadn't noticed. 

Soon we were talking about the people in the 
hobby; mostly those in the videos, and Bob 
ended up giving me a short history of the hobby 
from the late fifties to the present. 

Apparently there are some hard feelings over 
the selling of Duncan Company to Flambeau 
Plastics, even to this day; but I've only heard 
one side of the story, and he didn’t go into great 
detail (| don’t think that Bob likes to dwell on the 
negative). 

Near the end of the Dennis McBride video 
Bob said that Dennis is "possibly the best two 
handed yo-yo thrower in the world" and that he 
was "out to prove a point" in the last scene in his 
video. He proved it by me. 

When Jennifer came through the living room 
again Bob drafted her for another show. This 
one was even longer; and when | asked her 
about a trick related to one which she had done 


| found myself receiving a private lesson form 
one of the best yo-yo throwers in the world. 

We saw part of the Yomega video, and 
Stephanie said that the Yomega had a design 
flaw in that they broke in one place. She 
showed me three examples, all broken near the 
hub on the side without the centrifugal clutch. 

1am no engineer, and no fan of Yomega, but 
| have my suspissions that a little abuse of the 
equipment (over- tightening) may have 
contributed to these failures. 

We got three or four more shows out of 
Jennifer before the end of the day, all short, and 
by the end of the day she had become quite a 
bit less shy and even eager to explain any 
questions which | had. 

She told me a few nice hobby hints, but the 
way she gave one shows a window to her soul. 

Bob was explaining that | had been throwing 
the yo-yo too hard; and that if you hear a "pop" 
from the string when the yo-yo starts to sleep 
that that is a sign that you have thrown it too 
hard. According to Bob; you should never hear 
that pop. 

Jennifer said that the pop was something to 
be avoided, but that it did have it's place. 

Bob said that you would never get a better 
sleeper with a pop than you would if you threw 
it properly without the pop. 

Jennifer said that she tries to get the pop 
when doing tricks which require very long 
sleepers. The theme of what she was saying 
was that the pop was like the after-burner on a 
jet. It’s there, and you can use it, but it uses lots 
of fuel, ie string. 

There you have it; conflicting reports on a 
hobby hint from two people who are much 
better than | am. 

! was quite impressed that she couid 
disagree with her dad and have it be nothing 
more than varying opinions on a subject in 
which they are both experts, and | see this as a 
reflection on the whole family. 


In the Fall 91 issue (NDV21I3) | ran a column 
about a picture irlck which t had developed 
("Not so sour grapes’). In it | mentioned a new 
trick which | had devised, and showed at the 
Baybrook’s first meet. 

Also | suggested that my ability to have 
created a new trick may have been related to a 
curse (in that | could not have developed this 
trick if not for the serious disadvantage of 
having no one to learn from). 

In my first six years of yo-yo throwing | only 
met one yo-yo thrower who was of any 
considerable talent (and not 


a 


trained by myself). This was Taro (of very 
considerable talent), and | started Noble Disk a 
few months after this meeting. 

Thus my first six years of learning how to 
throw the yo-yo were almost completely a self 
taught endeavor. And, as one would expect, | 
did pick up a few bad habits. 

| made my strings too long, thought each 
axle should be good for weeks on end, used 
strings till they broke, and had some rather 
knotty problems trying to duplicate tricks which 
| had only seen in drawings. 

At the time ali i had was an old Duncan trick 
book and the No Jive instruction book. I'd look 
at the drawings, re-read the two paragraphs 
describing them, shake my head, and try to do 
what! thought they were telling me to do. 

Though | had no idea what was intended for 
many of the more advanced tricks; | did develop 
some pretty interesting maneuvers in my 
attempts to ao what | thought it was that | was 
trylng to do. 

| showed another one of them to the 
Bay brooks, and they had never seen it before 
(Taro had also never seen this trick before | 
showed it to him). 

It is a string trick, and it is different because 
it starts out with a reverse sleep. 

An entire new set of string tricks awaits those 
who investigate the reverse sleeper. 

Of note is that reverse sleepers can be 
dangerous, and this may be why they have not 
been extensively studied. 

Artis like that: | did suffer for the hobby, and 
though I'll never be the best yo-yo thrower in 
the world, how many people can claim to have 
developed two tricks which Jennifer Baybrook 
had never seen before? 

I've never given this trick a name. 

Is it not the right of anyone who develops a 
trick to name that trick? | claim that right; and 
so name this trick “The Force". 


Noble Disk has been many things for me; a 
hobby, an adventure, a learning experience, 
and primarily (as it was intended to be) a way 
for me to meet other yo-yo throwers. 

When I first started Noble Disk | knew very 
few yo-yo throwers, and (quite honestly) very 
little about yo-yos. Thus the first issues were 
rather short, as | didn’t really have enough 
information to write much more. 

Intormation is the engine which must drive 
any publication, in particular such a hobby 
oriented newsletter as Noble Disk; and | have 
found that the information which my readers 
fe me has become the tail which wags the 

jog. 

| thank ail of my active readers for the 
information and suggestions which they have, 
and continue to send; and almost regret that 
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Nobile Disk has grown to a point where | can't 
use it all of itin any issue which | could 
realistically afford to print and mail. 

| most sincerely apologize those readers who 
have given very good information which would 
have been treasured material only a few issues 
ago. You have not been forgotten. Your 
knowledge and ideas have gone into a slush 
pile which would be the envy of any other editor 
in the world. 

Part of the reason | don’t have room for your 
material is that! write long introductions, part of 
it is that my day with the Baybrooks gave me so 
much information to write about, and the 
remaining reason is a man named Peter 
Luining. 

Peter lives in Amsterdam, has a degree in 
Continental Philosophy, and appears to be in 
almost exactly the same position | was shortly 
before | started to write Noble Disk. 

He is a. serious yo-yo thrower, knows very 
few other yo-yo throwers, and is even more 
interested in learning about the hobby than | 
was a few years ago. 

One significant difference between Peter and 
myself, however, is that he knows at least four 
languages. We should like to be so egocentric 
as to believe that America is the beginning and 
end of the yo-yo world (and thus one could 
learn all about the hobby by knowing English 
alone), but common sense would suggest that 
this is not true. It's not. 

To date we have exchanged letters only a 
few times, but he is a proliffic writer. | knew he 
was special by the letter of introduction, for he 
used the words knowledge or information half a 
dozen times (in relation to yo-yos) in that one 
page. 

He has severall interesting hobbies, but of 
interest to us is that he is an amature historian, 
and has specialized in European yo-yo history. 
Also of note is that he has gathered quite a bit of 
information relative to this topic of interest, a 
good deal of which appears to be completely 
unknown in America. 

In my first letter to him | suggested that he 
could help me write articles for Nobie Disk, and 
he jumped at the chance. 

His English is adequate, not to the point 
where he could write an article, but his letters 
are informative and fun to read: So | have 
rewritten his ideas in my style, but this article is 
primarily his ideas. ‘ 

How appropriate that his very first article 
should be on the origin of the word “yo-yo”. 

We all know that yo-yo is the Tagalog (native 
Philippine language) word for "come come": 
Don't we... | thought so, but 


then | only know one language. 6. 

My introduction: 

Yo-yos were first introduced to America by a 
team of Philippine yo-yo throwers, and in the 
Fall 90 issue (ASCII readers look for ndv1i3) | 
stated my belief that the old story of the yo-yo 
being developed in the Philippines could not 
possibly be true; for the Greeks had developed 
a yo-yo at least two millennium before there is 
any recorded history in the Philippines. 

At the time | attributed this to the need which 
a group of Philippine yo-yo throwers trying to 
sell yo-yos in a foreign land would have for a 
sales pitch. This is probably true, but | get the 
feeling that this is not the only white lie which 
was told in their efforts to sell yo-yos. 

| get the feeling that they stayed up late one 
night and concocted a history to serve their 
needs; and we’ve been accepting this "history" 
as truth ever since. 

Peter, net yet havins read the Fall 90 article, 
stated his belief that the word "yo-yo" is not a 
Tagalog word, but a corruption of an European 
word which the Philippine people were first 
exposed to (probably about two centuries ago). 

Before the main point of his article however, 
he tickled my curiosity with the question "Why 
would anyone name a yo-yo "come come" 
when it actually goes and comes?" There must 
be thousands of names which a culture could 
give a yo-yo if they had developed it on their 
as but "come come" would be one of the least 

ikely. 

Peter's introduction: 

There have been many names for the yo-yo 
through history, and those of you who only 
know one language are well familiar with the 
names disc, quiz, bandalore, and |l’emigrette. 

L’emigrette is special to this article, for it 
was the name which the French common 
people used for the yo-yo at the time of the 
overthrow of the French monarchy. 

Under feudalism wealth was derived from 
ownership of land and titles. One needn't do 
anything to be rich under feudalism. You were 
either born to it or you weren't, and those who 
were so blessed were quite proud of the fact 
that they didn't have to do anything for their 

_money. 

At this time was emerging a new class who's 
wealth was dependent upon commerce and 
industry (the bourgeois). They did have to work 
for their money, and thus the nobility looked 
down upon them and tried to separate 
themselves from them. 

Now that the bourgeois had money, wealth 
alone was not a sufficient measure of a person's 
status. Conspicuous consumption and 
ostentatious behavior, as well as money, were 
now needed to show that one was truly noble. 

Thus it was that the aristocracy embraced 
yo-yo throwing. yes for the sake of the art, but 


much more because knowing how to throw a 
yo-yo was a badge of status. Proficiency with a 
yo-yo said “Look at me, !|’m not one of the hard 
working bourgeois, | have time to devote to the 
arts". 

When enough of the French citizens got sick 
of seeing those born to wealth flaunt their yo-yo 
(and other artistic talents) in such a class 
oriented display they had a revolution; and all 
those who had time to devote to the yo-yo either 
had to emigrate or lost their head for their 
arrogance. Thus the name "I’emigrette". 

The French nobility, of course, had a much 
more dignified name for the yo-yo: Jou jou 
derrived from jouer (to play). 

Peter offers two translations (game of games 
and play of plays): Game of games is the more 
common translation, but Peter emphasizes play 
for this application; for play is the opposite of 
work, and this the point the nobility was trying 


‘to make. 


Remember your history now, and that the 
French revolution happened only one 
generation after the American revolution; and 
this would put us in the very last stages of the 
age of exploration. 

The world had essentially been discovered 
by this time, but the people of the south Pacific 
(including the Philippines) were receiving their 
first exposure to European culture at this time. 

Also remember that two centuries ago the 
borders of the European countries were not 
firmly set (if indeed they are yet), and that many 
present words of European languages have 
been borrowed and corrupted from neighboring 
regions of Europe. 

Forgive me, Peter, if | skip an intermediate 
step in your explanation; but you do note that 
the present term for yo-yo (jou jou) in Dutch is 
written “jo jo", and another older spelling of 
yo-yo in Dutch is "joe joe" (late 18th century). 

Nor were languages were so firmly set two 
centuries ago; and there may have been dozens 
of acceptable spellings and pronunciations of 
*jou jou” throughout Europe at that time. 

We will probably never know the person (or 
naiionality of the person) who first exported-the 
term yo-yo to the Philippines from Europe; but 
the Spanish and Dutch both had an early 
influence in the area. 

Naval officers through history have been well 
educated, and two centuries ago military 
officers often came from nobility. French was 
the language of nobility throughout 


Europe at this time. 

As an hypothetical: An young Dutch naval 
officer sails to the Philippines, and the 
Philippine peopie had developed the yo- yo as a 
game, weapon, or art of some sort. 

Upon ariving in the Philippines and noticing 
their yo-yo, he proceeds to show them some of 
the tricks which he learned in school; and they 
show him a few tricks that they developed. 

Everyone would be happy, our unknown 
sailor would sail off into obscurity, and yo-yo 
would become a slang term for whatever the 
Tagalog word for yo-yo used to be. 

It was well over a century later (1928) that 
Duncan hired the Philippine yo-yo team, and 
they may have picked this slang term simply 
because it sounded like something they could 
sell. 

Knowing more than one language has 
several advantages, only one of which is an 
insight to etymology. Peter simply has more 
access to research material than | do. 

Peter has promised to help me write more 
articles in the future, and has already provided 
enough material for two much shorter articles. 
May the force be with him. 


Dict-Yo-Nary 

Dismantleable yo-yo is a term which | have 
used in many recent issues, and have never 
explained in the past. 

| had immagined that everyone threw a 
dismantleable yo-yo, and therefore knew what 
one was. | am finding this to be an incrroect 
assumption. 

Dismatleable yo-yos do just what it says; 
they come appart. If you have ever had a knot 
near the axle, and had to get a pick to remove 
the knot; this is an idea which you will 
appreciate. 

Dismantleable yo-yos are made by three 
compaines (that | know of); Tom Kuhn, 
Playmaxx, and Yomega; and they all share the 
characteristic of a hollow axle through which is 
run a threaded dowel that holds the two yo-yo 
halves together. 

In the case of the case of the Pro-yo and 
most of Tom Kuhn's products the axle is wood. 
For the Yomega it is an axle set in an axle (a 
transaxle). 

Dismantieable yo-yos were first developed 
by Tom Kuhn, are of extreme value to the 
beginning yo-yo thrower, and almost essential if 
you are trying to learn a new trick. 


Games 
The game of the issue is "Rigger", and your 
objective will be to do what Riggers do best (tie 
and untie knots). 
You're going to hate me; but the objective of 
this game is to tie ten knots in your string and 


untie them in the least amount of time. 

The rules are simple. 

Each knot must be tied while doing a yo-yo 
trick, (probably one which you never devoted 
much time to beffore). 

“Only one knot at a time: Each knot must be 
tied and untied beffore the next knot can be 
started. 

The knot may not be tied and untied "on the 
fly", but the yo-yo must come to a complete stop 
beffore you begin to untie it. 

The non yo-yo hand must not be in contact 
with either the string or yo-yo at some point in 
time between the the time the knot is created 
and the time you begin to untie it (make sure 
the judges notices each such occurance). 

And; some things which appear to be knots 
are not. 

It is not a knot when it can be untied without 
one end of the string being passed through a 
loop. 
I think the interesting part will be the tricks 
which you develop in your attempts to tie a 
knot. 

Of note is that the objective may not be to tie 
the knot the fastest time, but to produce the knot 
which can be untied in the fastest time. 


Drinking is wonderful sport, 

if you happen to be the sort; 

with plenty of dough, 

for lawyers who know, 

how to make you look good in court. 


Bonk 


Yo-yos have always been an intermittend 
fad amongst colledge and high school students, 
popular with kids, and even lately adults are 
becoming less affraid of being seen throwing 
one in public. The very young, however (too 
young to even throw a yo- yo), have an 
appreciation for everything. 

To them it’s a totaly new world and every 
new stimuli is just that; a whole new experience. 

Their first experience with a dog, a piece of 
ice, or a magnifying glass will leave an 
impression which will effect the way they think 
for the rest of their life. 

Obviously the experiences possible with the 
three above examples could be either very good 
or very bad, and as with everything concerning 
kids, totaly unpredictable. 

Yo-yos too can provide a totaly new stimuli 
for the very young, but | never immagined that it 
could have such an impact upon the child. 

A child's inital responce to seeing a sleeping 
yo-yo is to try to touch or grab it, and a spining 
disc on a string is very hard to atually touch (it 
moves away from you). Also the yo-yo can 
tickle for a second or two, with the expected 


results. 

If this is the child's first exposure to a yo-yo it 
can be quite amusing; and almost the perfect 
addition to a yo-yo show if the right child 
happens to be in the audience. 

Another Scotland story: 

It was a warm sunny (for Scotland) afternoon 
and | was practicing my yo-yo while waiting for 
a ferry to Dunoon. Actually | was showing off. 
There were a few dozen people waiting for my 
boat (including little Jimmy) and | was in rare 
form. 

| play the ham much better when! am far _ 
from home; and | was having a grand time with 
Jimmy. 

I'd do a trick or two, then ask Jimmy a 
question. 

| told him that the yo-yo was a gyroscope, 
and let him try to grab it. 

| learned that he was four years old and from 
Port Glascow, teld him thet |! was from Bester 
(close enough), and let him try to grab the 
yo-yo again. 

We both had our names on our jackets, and | 
asked him if he could read. When he said "No" 
| reffused to tell him my name and informed him 
that being able to read put me at a distinct 
advantage over him. Then | gave him another 
chance to grab the yo-yo. 

It was his fourth or fith attempt at grabing it, 
and | don't know if he had made any connection 
between the string and the yo- yo or not: But 
Jimmy decided to slap down on my yo-yo from 
the top. 

He got it. 

Concider the forces invioved and you will 
realize that | didn't bonk him too hard: But | did 
bonk little Jimmy. 

He yelped for a second and retreated to his 
mom, but expressed intrest in me a few seconds 
later; so | guess no dammage was done. 

On the one hand it may be better that he 
learn about rotational velocity this way than 
with real machinery, but that doesn’t make me 
feel any better about bonking him. 

Of all the kids I’ve done this with, little 
Jimmy was the first to decide to try to attack the 
yo-yo from the top, and | did provoke him, but | 
try not to give them the chance any more. 

Get the kid to put his hand out first, and then 
lower the yo-yo into it. Have them approach the 
yo-yo from the side (little Jimmy was standing 
directly in front of me). And if you can keep the 
yo-yo above the kid's shoulders this makes an 
attack from the top even more unlikely. 

And it was wrong of me to tease him such. 

We all want to teach the little ones, and the 
world is fraught with danger we cannot 
anticipate. Also technology is inherently 
dangerous, even as simple a technology as 
yo-yos; but most of us learned about cars 
without getting run over 


8. 


Noble Disk Sells Inferiour Equipment 

Itis true. Presently | am selling cotton 
pre-cut strings by Tom Kuhn, and | don’t like 
them. The only reason that | sell them is that | 
can't find a better string, and | appologize to my 
customers most sincerely. 

In my few years of yo-yo throwing | have 
seen only three types of string for sale, and of 
the three the worst is the only one available on 
the market today. 

| am lead to believe that strings have been 
made of many materials over the years; cotton, 
sassil, silk, and even plastic; but cotton appears 
to stand out. 

Also, and this is important, string comes in 
two styles. There are pre-cut strings, and string 
which comes on a spool. Presently all that is 
available is pre-cut, and | do feel that even the 
best pre-cut string is inferior to any spool string. 

Untill recently i was using piastic string ona 
spool, and though | absoloutely hate plastic 
string; | was using it because It came ona 
spool. 

Plastic string is terrible, and | can't 
recomend it to you in good faith, but many 
people (myself included) feel that even a poor 
string on a spool is better than a good pre-cut 
string. 

Plastic string does have one advantage, in 
that it lasts longer, but for the sacrifice in 
controll this isn't much of a redeeming quality. 

So, you may ask: Why don’t! sell cotton 
string on a spool. 
| can’t find any. | recently came into a small 
supply of good cotton string on a spool, but for 
all | know it is the last of it’s type in the world. 

Even the plastic string on a spool is no 
longer made, and my meager supply of this may 
also be the last in the world. 

Is there any chance I'll sell you some of my 
good spool string? No way, not till | have a 
reliable supplier. 

You now have an immediate problem, in that 
good equipment is not available to you. 

Should any of my readers know of a supply 
of good spool string; this is information | most 
highly seek, for | do want to provide my 
customers with the best equipment available. 


